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Promoting education & interpretive activities at  

Anderson Marsh State Historic Park  

First Day Hike begins. Photo by Lisa Wilson. 

By Gae Henry, AMIA Board Secretary 

Over 125 people participated in the Sixth  

Annual First Day Hike held at Anderson Marsh 

State Historic Park on Jan. 1, 2019.  There were 

two walks offered that day.  One was a 3İ mile 

loop starting and ending up at the parking lot, 

covering the Cache Creek, Marsh & Ridge trails.  

The other was the 7İ mile McVicar Trail, a 

ñthere-and-back-againò trail that starts at the 

Ranch House, goes over Lewis Ridge and con-

tinues along the Marsh, ending at the gravel 

beach across from Indian Island.   

The public was also invited to tour the South 

Barn on their return from the hikes.  The South 

Barn has been set up to help educate students 

who come to the Park for school field trips.  

Many people had never seen the South Barn 

(Continued on page 11) 

Over 125 people turned out 
for annual First Day Hike 

Some of the over 125 people who hiked at Anderson Marsh on New Yearôs Day. Photo by Gae Henry. 
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Presidentôs Message 
By Roberta Lyons 

 It seems like just  

yesterday that we heard 

the news that Anderson 

Marsh State Historic Park 

was at the top of the list 

for State Park closures. 

That was back when  

the State was still recov-

ering from the 2008 fi-

nancial disaster and 

State Parks was one of 

the agencies that was 

severely impacted. 

Anderson Marsh Inter-

pretive Association stepped up and with the help 

of our local supporters, was able to develop a 

partnership with the State, contributing funds and 

volunteer work to keep the Park open on a  

limited basis. We started paying for the bath-

rooms, repairs to the ranch house and even 

opened and closed the gates for a time. 

Thankfully things have improved a lot since 

then and we are happy to report that finally An-

derson Marsh State Historic Park will be receiv-

ing more resources and funding from the State 

level. We are excited about this news and are 

looking forward to learning more of the details 

and being able to report them to you. 

However, this does not mean that we still donôt 

need your support. What it means is that we will 

be freed to do more exciting and fun projects 

and programs at the park, but those programs 

are still going to require funds.  At our last board 

meeting, in going over our year by year compari-

sons, we noticed a disturbing trend. Although our 

funding is staying at about the same level, we 

are sadly seeing fewer people joining at our 

basic level of membership: $25. That may not 

seem like a lot of money to some, or even of 

much help, but believe me, it is. $25 a year from 

50 people is $1,250. That is funding to help 

frame and hang wildlife pictures for interpretation 

purposes in the South Barn at the Ranch com-

plex; that is funding to purchase interpretive 

items for childrenôs field trips to name just two 

projects.  

Can you afford to contribute $25 a year to your 

local State Park to help improve projects and 

programs there? Please consider joining us. It 

will be greatly appreciated.   

ñIf you received this newsletter 

through the US mail, it may be  

because we do not have your email 

address. If you would like to receive 

the newsletter via email, along  

with other news about happenings  

at the Park, please email us  

at info@andersonmarsh.org.ò 

mailto:info@andersonmarsh.org
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The AMIA Board on the shores of Cache Creek, across from Anderson Marsh State Historic Park,  

(Back Row, L to R): Roberta Lyons, Lisa Wilson, Supervising Ranger Darin Conner, and Gordon Haggitt; 

(Front row, L to R): Gae Henry, Nancy Langdon, Henry Bornstein and Don Coffin. 
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Elementary school class with Park Aide Tristan Beck at old cattle shute at Anderson Marsh State  

Historic Park. 

School children enjoy a memorable day 
at Anderson Marsh State Historic Park 

By Nancy Langdon 

A trip to Anderson Marsh State Historic Park for 

school age children leaves a lasting impression. 

The experience takes the students on three 

unique adventures. The park is historic for two 

reasons.  The indigenous people inhabited the 

area for thousands of years. This fact is dis-

cussed in-depth in the South-barn venue that is 

designed to teach children using hands-on  

activities, displayed artifacts and a Pomo village 

diorama display. The State Park is the site of 

some of the oldest human occupation in  

California and field trips for students emphasize 

how the first occupants of this area worked and 

lived on the land using their knowledge of plants 

and animals to survive and thrive. 

The historical ranch house tour teaches  

students about the lives of the early pioneers and 

how they lived without modern amenities. 

Lastly the group is taken on a nature hike and 

taught about the birds, mammals and waterfowl 

that inhabit the park. With luck, they might wit-

ness some of the amazing creatures first hand. 

 Anderson Marsh State Historic Park has valu-

able historical significance, as well as abundant 

ecological diversity which provides a rich  

educational experience for students of all ages.  

To schedule a school field trip, contact AMIA at 

(707)995-2658. 
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Anderson family descendent recalls the 
Legacy and early days at ñThe Ranchò 

Editors Note:  

Gordon Haggitt and 

Russell Cremer are 

good friends and 

agreed to share  

their remembrances 

with our members and 

readers of the  

AMIA newsletter.  

(See Russell Cremerôs 

article, on the following 

page.) Gordon Haggitt 

lives in Lakeport, vol-

unteers and is a board member for AMIA and 

works as a County Surveyor; Russell Cremer 

grew up in Lower Lake, attended Lower  

Lake schools and returned to this area several 

years ago after living and working in Sacramento 

for many years. He is retired but keeps busy as 

a volunteer and was recently elected to the 

Clearlake City Council. 

By Gordon Haggitt, AMIA Board member and  

Anderson Family descendant 

 The legacy of the Anderson Ranch began in 

1885 when John and 

Sarah Anderson (my 

great grandparents) 

and their six children 

arrived from Scotland 

to settle on the ranch 

and begin their life as 

cattle ranchers.  Clear 

Lake seemed to be a 

welcome destination for 

early settlers from 

Scotland, England and 

Ireland, who came here 

for a better life.  Per-

haps the beauty of the 

lake and the fertile val-

leys surrounding it, 

along with a relatively   The historical Anderson family ranch house is a favorite trip into the past.  

mild climate was what reminded these immi-

grants of their homeland and drew them here.  

Life was hard for these new arrivals and they 

soon realized if they were going to be successful 

in this new environment they were going to have 

to rely on one another.  Families quickly became 

neighbors ï not only socially but by working to-

gether to build a community.  Each family 

brought a trade or set of skills with them.  Many, 

like the Andersons, were ranchers and farmers, 

but carpenters, blacksmiths, mechanics, busi-

nessmen, doctors and dentists made up the lo-

cal community.  My Dad said the Andersons had 

the reputation of being one of the savviest cat-

tlemen in Lake County.  However, when it came 

to carpentry or fixing something mechanical, 

they were in trouble, and had to rely on others.   

One of the Andersonsô closest neighbors for 

decades was the Adamson family who owned a 

large tract of land adjoining the Anderson Ranch 

on the north side of Cache Creek.  The Ad-

amsons, too, were cattle ranchers and had their 

home ranch south of Lower Lake off Riata Road 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Part I 
By Russ Cremer 

The Adamson family 

ranching operations 

began with the arrival 

of my great grandpar-

ents John Martin Ad-

amson and his wife 

Martha, who perma-

nently located in the 

Lower Lake area in 

1879 after working as a 

school teacher throughout Northern  

California in his earlier years. 

John Martin and Martha began accumulat-

ing land, both through acquisitions and leas-

es along the north side of Cache Creek as 

well as the home ranch south of Lower Lake 

on both sides of the Old Calistoga Lower 

Lake Road (which was to become State Hwy 

29). Ultimately, they owned 1,200 acres east 

of what is now the City of Clearlake, approxi-

mately 100 acres of meadow along the north 

side of Cache Creek (now mostly Highlands 

Harbor subdivision) and approximately 200 

acres of farmland at the home ranch. One of 

the leased ranches located at the end of 

Dam Rd. along Cache Creek, and owned by 

Clearlake Lands (a predecessor of Yolo 

Flood Control and Water Conservation  

District), was later sold to the Anderson fami-

ly who owned it well into the 1950ôs. 

The cow/calf operation summered the cat-

tle at the home ranch after the hay was tak-

en off, then moved them to the 1,200 acres 

of Range for the winter, then to the meadow 

in the Spring months. This cycle was repeat-

ed each year. 

As with the Andersons, this was all  

accomplished by driving the herd from the 

late 1800ôs through to the 1950ôs. The last 

such drive was from the Cache Creek mead-

ows to the home ranch in 1963, shortly  

before my grandmother sold the remaining 

portion of the meadow. 

Like the Anderson Family, our family would 

drive the herd from the home ranch down the 

aforementioned Calistoga-Lower Lake Road 

(which ran over what is now Main Street 

turning north onto Lake Street) through Low-

er Lake and north to Dam Rd. and on into 

the Range where they would spend the Win-

ter. Around the end of May, the cattle would 

be driven through a gate at the southwest 

corner of the Range across what is now the 

lower end of the Avenues (Chapman Tract to 

us ñold-timersò) and Woodland College, 

across the south end of the old airport and 

Hwy. 53 (now Old Hwy 53) into the meadow. 

By the end of June, the hay harvest on the 

home ranch would be complete and the 

meadow grazed off. The cattle were then 

driven down Hwy 53 to what is now the Lake 

Street Bridge (the new Hwy. 53 Bridge and 

road did not exist) and reversing the Fall 

drive back to the Home Ranch for the sum-

mer. This process was repeated each year 

until replaced over time by truck and live-

stock trailers. 

Great grandfather John Martin decided to 

go into politics in the early 1900ôs, serving 

(Continued on page 11) 

Adamson Family Ranch has a significant history  
in the Lower Lake area and a connection to  

Anderson Marsh State Historic Park 
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 As the Anderson Marsh Interpretive Association (AMIA) Treasurer, 

one of my jobs is to write the checks that pay for the many things that 

AMIA does to support the Park and deposit the funds that are donat-

ed to pay for these expenses. 

 Anderson Marsh State Historic Park is an amazing part of Lake 

County, containing important protected native American cultural arti-

facts, one of the only restored 19th Century ranch houses in the  

County and an important Natural Preserve containing one of the last 

remaining tule marshes surrounding Clear Lake. I see my job at AMIA 

as helping to make sure that our money is spent to protect and  

support everything contained in the Park. 

 So ï where does our money go?    

 AMIA expenses are divided into four ñfunctionalò categories:  Dona-

tions to State Parks, Interpretation, Fundraising and Management.  If 

things are working well, the first two categories are the largest, with Management expenses being 

held down as low as possible. 

During 2017 and 2018, AMIA donated over $10,000 to the California State Parks to pay for mainte-

nance and other work for which there was insufficient State funding.  This money went to pay for 

ñexcludingò the bats from the Ranch House (now living in a luxurious bat house next to the property 

fence), alarming the South Barn to make it safe for new exhibits, buying furnishings for the Ranch 

House and performing periodic cleaning of the Ranch House for tours and student field trips.  AMIA 

also donated $12,000 to establish a fund to be used to pay the salary of a Park Interpretive Aide who 

(with some luck) will be hired and trained in time to conduct summer tours of the Ranch House and 

answer visitorôs questions about the Park. 

During these same two years, another $10,500 went to Interpretive Expenses.  These are expenses 

that allow AMIA to preform its mission of supporting and protecting Anderson Marsh State Historic 

Park.  They include paying the expenses for school students to visit the Park on field trips, informing 

the public about the Park through ads and articles, paying for special events at the Park, creating in-

terpretive displays, training docents, putting out our newsletter and website, and a portion of the ex-

penses used to pay for supplies, telephone and other ñoverheadò expenses.   

The Fundraising expenses are used to fund events to raise money to help pay for everything else.  

During 2017 and 2018, AMIA netted about $3700 from our two fundraisers. 

Finally, Management expenses during the two years amounted to about $6500.  This money goes 

to fund the things necessary to maintain our nonprofit organization, including insurance, office ex-

penses, postage and copying, taxes, dues and fees, and Board training.   

So ï where does this money come from?   

AMIA gets no money from the state to help pay for its work, and no funding from private corpora-

(Continued on page 9) 

Treasurer answers the question: 
ñWhere does the money go and 
where does it come from?ò 

By Henry Bornstein, Treasurer 
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oin members of the An-

derson Marsh Interpre-

tive Association (AMIA) 

at  DJs Pizza in Lower Lake 

on Wednesday, April 3, 2019 

from 5-8 pm. For just $8 per 

person you can enjoy all you 

can eat pizza. Buy your own 

drinks and salads at the coun-

ter. This fundraising pizza eat-

ing party is for the whole fami-

ly.  

 At AMIA, we believe itôs 

important for people to under-

stand and experience the his-

toric cultural and natural rele-

vance of Anderson Marsh State Historic Park (AMSHP). We promote educational activities by 

providing field trips and docent led hikes at AMSHP. We raise funds for park staff and park 

improvements to ensure that as many people as possible can personally experience the rich 

resources. We share the experience of nature and the history of the people who have lived 

here. We do this because when people understand what they have they want to protect it for 

future generations. 

Weôre grateful to DJs Pizza for inviting AMIA and other non-profit Lake County organizations 

to share their space and awesome pizza in our fundraising efforts. 

What: Pizza Party Fundraiser   When: Wednesday, April 3, 2019  5-8 pm 

Where: DJs Pizza, 16135 Main St, Lower Lake, California 95457 

Who: Hosted by and benefiting Anderson Marsh Interpretive Association  

Entertainment: Music by Don Coffin 

Need more information? Email info@andersonmarsh.org or call 707.995.2658. 

tions or foundations.  Every single dime  

we spend has been donated by individuals,  

families and businesses who value the work we 

are doing and care enough about the fate of  

Anderson Marsh State Historic Park to become 

an AMIA member. 

IF YOU HAVE MANAGED TO READ THIS 

FAR, YOU PROBABLY CARE ABOUT ANDER-

SON MARSH STATE HISTORIC PARK!    

(Continued from page 8) If you do care and are not now a member of 

AMIA, please join today using the form on the 

last page of this newsletter.  An individual mem-

bership is $25 per year.  Memberships at any 

level are gratefully accepted and will be used to 

protect and support the Park. 

Please join us today in helping to make  

sure that future generations will be able to  

visit and enjoy the wonders of Anderson Marsh 

State Historic Park. 

Treasurer answers the question 

mailto:info@andersonmarsh.org
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New Ranger, Sabrina Buis shares 

Her background and passion for parks 
By Sabrina Buis 

Hello, AMIA members.  Iôm Ranger Sabrina Buis from the Clear Lake Sector.  Iôm the 

newest Clear Lake Ranger.  I am excited to meet all of you, as well as give you a little 

insight into my own background. 

 I grew up in Oroville, California for most of my life.  As a child, I was homeschooled by 

my mother.  This gave our family a lot of flexibility to go on field trips to new and exciting 

places.  We visited many parks, both State and National. Whenever we visited a new 

park, I would participate in their Junior Ranger program. I was especially fond of the 

scavenger hunts and guided hiking activities that were a part of the programs.  One 

year, my family took a six week trip across the country all crammed together in an RV.  

We visited beautiful places rich with history and natural beauty from California to New 

York City, and, everywhere in between.  Itôs no wonder, with 

all the traveling we did, that I felt attached to parks at such a 

young age.  At four years old, I told my mom I wanted to be 

a Park Ranger. 

Besides my love for parks, I also developed a love for the 

water at a young age.  I learned to swim when I was only 14 

months old (I know, it sounds crazy, but I swear thereôs vid-

eo!).  My mom put me in competitive swim lessons at age 5.  

I started first on the seasonal Oroville Orcas team.  As my 

skill and love for the sport increased, I began swimming on 

the year-round Paradise Piranhas team where I competed 

until I turned 19.  I also swam for my high school swim team 

at Oroville High School.  During my Junior year, Lake 

Oroville State Recreation Area started a seasonal Lifeguard 

program and recruited from the nearby high school swim 

teams.  This is where my State Parks career began.  I im-

mediately fell in love with the ñParks familyò, as we like to 

call it.  I enjoyed being outdoors and spending time on the 

water while also helping people in my community through 

public safety education and responding quickly during medi-

cal emergencies.  

I pursued that love of helping people and got a job in the 

Oroville Hospital Emergency Room.  During my time there, I 

met my husband, Derrald.  We got married in October of 

(Continued on page 11) 
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2016.  I enjoyed working in the ER, and 

thought I might make a career out of it.  I 

even went to nursing school and finished the 

first semester.   

But, I always came back to State Parks 

every summer to work as a seasonal life-

guard, and I never grew out of my passion 

for being out in the park.  I decided to follow 

4-year-old Sabrinaôs dream and pursue a 

career as a State Park Ranger. 

I graduated from the Academy in June of 

2018.  After a 13 week Field Training Pro-

gram at Lake Oroville, I started here in Lake 

County in September.  I am honored to start 

my career protecting these beautiful parks, 

so full of beauty and history.  I hope to get to 

know every one of you and learn all that you 

have to teach me about the beautiful Ander-

son Marsh State Historic Park! 

(Continued from page 10) 

since itôs been alarmed and set up to ñhouseò the 

new exhibits.  The Barn contains Native  

American artifacts (examples are arrowheads, 

scrapers, a mortar & pestle, a metate), stone  

copies of the petroglyphs (rock carvings) that  

exist in the Park, a diorama of a Pomo village, 

animal pelts of some of the mammals that live in 

the park and mounts of commonly found local 

birds and animals.   

The 2019 First Day Hike activities gave partici-

pants a chance to start the year off right by hav-

ing some fun in nature and learning about the 

historic, natural and cultural resources that are 

protected by Anderson Marsh State Historic Park. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Seventh 

Annual First Day Hike on January 1, 2020. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Over 125 people turned out 
for annual First Day Hike 

New Ranger, Sabrina Buis  

three terms as Lake County Supervisor. His 

son, Russell had joined him in the ranching 

operation. He and my grandmother Luella 

(from another early Lake County family, the 

Timothyôs, but that is another story) eventu-

ally took over operation of the ranch and ran 

it together until Russellôs death in 1942.  

Luella continued to operate it thereafter. 

My father, John Cremer came into the family 

in the mid 1940ôs when he met my mother, 

Mary Jean, while both were working at 

Hobergôs resort. John initially went to work 

for Luella and eventually he took over the 

cattle operation. As mentioned by Gordon,  

(Continued from page 7) 

I did take part in several of the last drives in 

my early teens, but that is another storyé. 

Adamson Family 
Ranch history 

Continued next column 

Enjoying the exhibits in the South Barn after com-
pleting the First Day Hike. Photo by Gae Henry. 
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Thanks to Clear Lake campground a successful 
music event was held last summer 

By Don Coffin, AMIA Vice-president 

Last September, AMIA scheduled a music event at the Ely Stagestop. It was to be a mutually  

beneficial event co-hosted by AMIA and the Lake County Historical Society. 

Ladies enjoying the music on a pleasant October day 
on Cache Creek. 

Uncorked playing on the shores of Cache Creek at last Octoberôs AMIA music event. 

Due to the damage caused by the Mendocino 

Complex fire and the continuing impact of 

smoky skies, too many of the docents and  

volunteers were affected and the event was 

cancelled. Lisa Wilson of Clear Lake 

Campground on Cache Creek came to the  

rescue by offering to host the event at her 

campground. Local musicians stepped up as 

well and volunteered to perform. The event was 

back on. The show included solo performers 

Uncle Mike Heintz and Dave Hooper, Scott 

Serena from Cobb, Uncorked, and Bill 

Bordissoôs group Humdingers. Everyone put on 

a great show and the event was a success, rais-

ing over $1,000 for the interpretive association.  


