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Time to celebrate!
AMIA signs partnership agreement with
Department of State Parks to keep park open
By Henry Bornstein, AMIA Treasurer
If you have been following events at Anderson
Marsh State Historic Park, you know that the
Park was set to close in 2011. Since that time,
the Park has remained open while AMIA negotiated an agreement with the Department of Parks
and Recreation that would keep the Park open.
(For the full story about how the Park was kept
open, see AMIA’s Fall/Winter Newsletter, available online at the News link at
www.andersonmarsh.org.)
In April 2013, a Partnership Agreement was
finalized between AMIA and State Parks that will
keep Anderson Marsh State Historic Park open
for at least the next three years.
The new Partnership Agreement will take advantage of a special “matching fund” established
by the state legislature in response to the discovery last summer that State Parks was in possession of approximately $20 million in “unreported
funds.” This means that every dollar that AMIA
puts into operating the Park will be matched by
the state. Both the AMIA donations and the
matching funds must be spent in accordance
with the terms of the contract.
The Agreement calls for the Park to be available for use by the public throughout the week,
with the parking lot to remain open on weekends.
AMIA will pay for Park utilities and other services, do specified maintenance at the Park and
fund trail maintenance. AMIA will also be financ-

(Above) Sector Superintendent Bill Salata, and AMIA
Board Members Roberta Lyons and Henry Bornstein
stand by the newly-repaired kiosk at the Park.

ing other maintenance that had to be deferred
due to lack of funding.
Under the terms of the contract, the popular
McVicar Trail will be reopened. The McVicar
Trail has been closed due to unsafe conditions
caused by land erosion and tree fall. Restoring
the McVicar Trail will once more establish trail
access to the former Audubon McVicar Wildlife
Sanctuary and to the aquatic habitats in the Park
that are otherwise reachable only by water.
Under the agreement, State Parks will also assign a maintenance worker to the Park, who will
be provided with a utility vehicle and the tools
(Continued on page 4)

President’s Message
By Roberta Lyons
What a relief it is to be
addressing all of our
supporters now with the
knowledge that our beloved Anderson Marsh
State Historic Park is not
on a “closure list,” and
we have developed an
agreement with the State
Department of Parks that
will allow us to keep the
park open for several
more years.
In order to continue our
effort to keep the park
open, we need your sup- Roberta Lyons
port, now more than ever. This year has been
a successful year with the signing of our new
Partnership Agreement.
Thanks to you, our supporters, we were able
to raise the money for the first year of the

park’s operation, but we need to continue to
raise funds for the second year and I’m hoping
everyone responds to the appeals that are being sent out now.
We are continuing our second Saturday
walks and ranch house tours, the trails are
looking great, and hundreds of school children
have enjoyed learning about the fascinating
cultural and historical aspects of the park. An
enthusiastic group of Road Scholars were here
in May and from all reports they had a fabulous
time and loved the park!
If you are not yet a member of AMIA, please
consider supporting our campaign to keep
Anderson Marsh State Historic Park open and
available to the public -- either by using the
membership form in this newsletter or by joining online at www.andersonmarsh.org.
Thank you for helping us keep Anderson
Marsh State Historic Park open and available
to all. We truly appreciate it.

AMIA thanks City of Clearlake
Police Volunteers for their support
For approximately two years after the time that
Anderson Marsh State Historic Park was scheduled to be closed, until negotiations resulted in a
Partnership Agreement between AMIA and State
Parks that will keep the Park open, AMIA took on
the responsibility of opening & closing the parking lot gates at the Ranch House complex on
weekends.
With the signing of the Partnership Agreement,
AMIA’s Board of Directors wrote a letter to the
Clearlake Chief of Police, thanking the Clearlake
Police Department Volunteers in Policing Service (VIPS) program for its valuable help in
keeping Anderson Marsh State Historic Park
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open and available to the public. Without the
assistance of the VIPS, it would have been
extremely difficult for AMIA to have made sure
that the gates were always opened and
closed on time.
AMIA appreciates the willingness of the VIPS
Program and its volunteers to provide this service that helped ensure that Anderson Marsh
State Historic Park, one of the jewels of Lake
County, remained open and accessible to the
public. The cooperation, courtesy and assistance
of the Clearlake Police Department, the VIPS
volunteers and Vicky Estrella of the Department
has been greatly appreciated.

UC Davis class develops projects designed
to help Anderson Marsh State Historic Park
Anderson Marsh State Historic Park (AMSHP)
was recently the subject of a series of proposed
“interventions” designed by students in a UC
Davis advanced landscape design studio class.
Visiting Lecturer Emily Schlickman focused her
class assignment on AMSHP after learning it
was one of the 70 parks scheduled to be closed.
According the Schlickman, “The studio seeks to
speculate upon the future of state parks in California.
The aim of the project is to develop strategies
to increase attendance rates while enhancing
the ecological capacity of the park.”
After doing research about AMSHP, the students in February attended the monthly Nature
Walk held at the Park to gain first-hand knowledge.
Led by Park Docents and Anderson Marsh Interpretive Association (AMIA) volunteers, the
participants on the walk explored the three histories that are protected by the Park: Natural, Native American and European settler. Also attending the walk were State Parks Environmental Scientist Jim Dempsey and Paul Aigner,
Resident Co-Director of the UC Davis McLaughlin Reserve, who led a discussion of native and
non-native plants. After the walk, the students
spent time exploring at the Park on their own.
According to the Schlickman, “the students
were asked to propose a very small design intervention for the Park that is both economically
and ecologically sustainable.”
On Monday, March 18th, the completed projects were presented at the UC Davis campus.
The students received feedback and suggestions from members of the UC Davis faculty, two
AMIA Board Members who were present and the
former Director of the Department of Parks and
Recreation, who also attended the presentation.
The potential projects presented varied and
creative approaches, including a expanding a
presently existing “vernal pool,” restoring portions of the native plant life, installing a ADAcompliant kayak launching dock and a plan to
build a large “bat tower” that would house a bat
population and allow visitors to learn about the
benefits of having resident bats.

(Above) This UC Davis Landscape Architecture Class
was asked to develop “very small design intervention”
proposals for increasing attendance at Anderson
Marsh State Historic Park. Completed proposals were
presented at UC Davis March 18 in front of Davis faculty, two AMIA Board members, and former Director of
Department of Parks and Recreation.
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Superintendent Report for Clear Lake Sector
By Bill Salata, State Park Superintendent II
I would like to personally thank the AMIA
board and all of the volunteers who have spent
endless hours at Anderson Marsh. I enjoy working with everyone involved in caring for this
wonderful historical park.
The past year has been
spent working on how we
could keep Anderson
Marsh open for the people Bill Salata
of Lake County and the State of California.
Thanks to the A.M.I.A. board members for their
dedication and patience.
With the donor agreement finalized last
month, came quick action by the staff at Clear
Lake State Park. You will see grounds keeping
at the ranch house grounds, trails looking better than ever, and some view sheds opened up
to views of the waterways that we have not
seen for over a decade.

You will see staffing at the grounds on weekends and project work upcoming. One project
is the reopening of the McVicar trail. CEQA
and environmental preparation is in process. I
am looking towards the fall to start reclaiming
the trail with thanks to A.M.I.A. to help fund the
project. The second project is the stabilization
of Molesworth Creek. This project is funded by
AB1478.
This project has been needed for years because it could lead to the loss of a cultural feature that’s fundamental to the park or the regional context. While the loss of this feature
may not cause the closure of the park, it would
significantly impact a primary feature for which
the park has been protected. Anderson Marsh
SHP was acquired for its archaeological values. The site that is being affected is a contributor the Anderson Marsh Archaeological
District and is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. I am looking forward to seeing
these projects through and I hope you all will
enjoy visiting the park to see the progress.

AMIA signs partnership agreement
necessary to do grounds keeping, trail maintenance and other routine maintenance. Responsibility for operating the Park will remain with
State Parks under the agreement.
It has been two years since Anderson Marsh
was put on the “closure list,” and we have been
on quite a roller coaster between then and now.
With the signing of this agreement, the historic,
cultural and natural treasures found at Anderson
Marsh State Park will (at least for now) be kept
safe and available to the public.
This agreement is a great accomplishment –
and a challenge. AMIA now needs to raise the
money required to fund the new Partnership
Agreement. Through the incredible generosity of
its supporters, AMIA has raised the $15,000
needed to fund its obligations under the first year
of the Partnership Agreement. AMIA is now
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Continued from page 1

working to raise the $17,000 it needs to fund the
second year of the Agreement, which needs to
be submitted by the end of 2013. If you have not
yet joined AMIA or made a contribution to help
keep the Park open, please consider doing so
now. If you are already a member, please
consider an additional donation. Every membership or contribution brings us closer to our
goal. Information about contributing or joining
AMIA can be found on our website:
www.andersonmarsh.org.

AMIA held a reception for its donors April 7.

AMIA thanks donors
By Nancy Langdon
On April 7, 2013, AMIA held a donor reception at
the historic Ranch House to thank the generous
people who donated $200 or more this year to
support AMIA’s campaign to keep Anderson
Marsh State Historic Park open and available to
the public. AMIA also recognized the important
contributions of Frank and Anna McAtee, who
recently left the AMIA Board after years of service. The event featured refreshments, including
natural cheese donated by Sonoma Creamery,
and local wine compliments of Steele Winery.
As well as getting an opportunity to socialize
with fellow donors, attendees also received a
report about AMIA’s new Partnership Agreement
that will keep the Park open for at least the next
three years.
Our member donations support AMIA’s efforts
to keep the Park available to the public and our
sincere appreciation goes out to everyone who
helps this worthy cause.

Winners of the Cattails & Tules silent auction
fundraiser enjoy a lunch break catered
by AMIA during a special Park tour led by
archeologist Dr. John Parker.

Frank and Anna McAtee were especially recognized at
the reception for their dedication to the park.

Don Coffin, Anna McAtee, and Henry Bornstein play
music on the porch at the reception.

Debi Sally, Cathy Kohler, Brad Barnwell, and Charlotte
Griswold enjoy the music.
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AMIA volunteers Dan and Marilyn Martin lead a field
trip activity about oaks.

First graders read an interpretive sign on the field trip.

Public school field trips continue at AMSHP
AMSHP continues to be a destination for school field trips, as it has for generations of Lake County
residents. Groups of 1st, 2nd & 3rd grade classes visited the park this spring, learning about old time
music, the importance of our native Oak trees and being exposed to the “three histories” protected by
the Park --– 12,000 years of continuous Native American habitation, the European settler experience
and the natural history contained in the nature preserve which includes Anderson Marsh.
Each school field trip includes taking a nature walk and touring the Ranch House complex. Seeing
the wonder in the eyes of the students as they see a pond turtle up close for the first time, get to “pet”
a Great Blue Heron mounted exhibit or realize that people actually lived in Lake County without TV (or
cell phones !) makes the work of AMIA volunteers in organizing these field trips worthwhile.

AMIA benefit concert
to be held on
September 14, 2013

Senior “Road Scholars”
visit Anderson Marsh
This year, a group of seniors again visited
Anderson Marsh State Historic Park in a “birding
adventure” organized by the Road Scholars
group (formerly Elder Hostel). Road Scholar is a
non-profit group offering educational tours in all
50 states and in 150 countries. Assisted by
AMIA volunteers, seniors explored birding at the
Park, both by land and over the water.
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A concert benefitting Anderson
Marsh State Historic Park is set
for September 14 at the Soper-Reese
Theater in Lakeport. Headline act is
local banjo wizard Pat Ickes and his
band Bound to Ride. The first part
of the show will feature some of
Lake County’s fine young talent and
representatives from the District
10 California Old Time Fiddle
Association.

Marymount students are shown with a full dumpster after the cleanup at Anderson Marsh State Historic Park.

Marymount students help
with cleanup at Anderson
Marsh State Historic Park
In March 2013, students from the Southern
California campus of Marymount California
University visited Lake County to perform
public service as part of the University’s
“alternative spring break” program.
Marymount California University, formerly
known as Marymount College, recently announced plans to open a new Lake County
campus at the historic Lucerne Hotel in the
fall of 2013.
Joined by ten AMIA volunteers, a group of
students participated in a cleanup of the Molesworth Creek area of the North Flat of
AMSHP and got to learn a little about Lake
County. A good time was had by all! (You
can view a video that features the North Flat
Cleanup and the other Alternative Spring
Break activities at www.marymountpv.edu/
lake-county.)

AMIA Volunteers (L-R) Chelsea Michael Beers,
Henry Bornstein, Victoria Brandon, Marilyn Martin,
Mike Bielenberg, Charlotte Griswold, Fran Ransley,
Eliott Naess, Dan Martin meet to get ready for
Marymount volunteers.

Alan Franz, Marymount faculty, and AMIA volunteers
Gae Henry, Dan and Marilyn Martin enjoy lunch with
Marymount students.
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Native wildflower walk at McLaughlin Reserve.

The invasive weed tour takes a break on the Cache
Creek boardwalk during the February nature walk.

AMIA board members attend a native grass
identification workshop at U.C. Davis Hopland
Research and Ecology Center.

Anderson Family
Descendent joins
AMIA Board
AMIA welcomes Gordon
Haggitt to its Board of Directors. Gordon is a grandson
to the original Anderson family who first settled in Lake
County at what was to become the Anderson Ranch.
The AMIA Board is excited
about Gordon’s participation.
His knowledge, experience
and energy will greatly contribute to our efforts to continue to insure that this
unique place remains open
and accessible to the public.
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Monthly Nature Walk
focuses on native
plant restoration
In February 2013, over 40 people attended
AMIA’s regularly scheduled monthly nature walk,
which focused on native and non-native plants
and ecological restoration. Park Docents Gae
Henry and Henry Bornstein, along with AMIA
Board Member Gordon Haggitt, led the walk and
the Ranch House tour. The group hiked both the
Ridge Trail and the Marsh Trail via the Anderson
Flats area, and completed the loop by taking the
Cache Creek trail via the boardwalk back to the
ranch house.
State Parks Environmental Scientist Jim
Dempsey and Dr. Paul Aigner, Resident CoDirector of the UC Davis, McLaughlin Reserve in
Lower Lake, California, joined the walk and participants had an opportunity to ask questions and
hear what Jim and Paul had to say about native
plants and the possibility for native plant restoration at the Park.
Dr. Aigner has been working for the past three
years on a native plant restoration project in an
area in Lower Lake that is many ways similar to
Anderson Marsh and gave the group his views
on what might be done to return Anderson
Marsh to a more “natural” state.
Also joining the group on the walk was Emily
Schlickman's landscape architecture studio class
from UC Davis, who were working a class project
involving Anderson Marsh. (See article in this
newsletter.)
Guided Nature walks are held year round at
the Park on the second Saturday of each month
(except September & December).

Kayaking Cleanup
In February 2013, volunteers in kayaks participated in a cleanup of a section of Cache Creek
that flows through Anderson Marsh State Historic Park. (Above left) AMIA volunteer Dan Martin
helps clean Cache Creek from the water using his kayak. (Above right) Henry Bornstein and
Dan Martin remove some Styrofoam debris with a blackberry growing in it.

AMIA repairs boardwalk on Cache Creek Nature Trail
Over the past years, reductions in funding
for California State Parks have led to a substantial amount of deferred maintenance.
Anderson Marsh State Historic Park is no
exception.
The Boardwalk that travels over the Cache
Creek oxbows to Cache Creek on the Cache
Creek Nature Trail was completed in 1994
by volunteers from the Telephone Pioneers,
a nonprofit whose members consist primarily
of active and retired telecommunications employees. The original Boardwalk construction was funded as part of the mitigation of
the widening of Highway 53, which took part
of the Park property to be used as roadway.
Over the years, repairs that were needed to
ensure that the Boardwalk remained safe
and usable had to be deferred.
With the help of a grant from the California
State Parks Foundation, AMIA has repaired
the Boardwalk by replacing the damaged
posts, decking and railing. The funds expended on this project will be “matched” by
the state as part of AMIA’s partnership
agreement. AMIA is grateful to the Parks

Foundation for its financial support. The
Cache Creek Nature Trail and its Boardwalk
provide access to some of the most interesting riparian habitat in the Park that could otherwise only be visited by water.
Many of AMIA’s monthly Nature Walks and
school fieldtrips include traveling over this
part of the Anderson Marsh State Historic
Park trail system. AMIA is pleased that with
the repair of the ADA-compliant Boardwalk,
the ability to explore these rich habitats
will continue to be available to all
members of the public, including those
with mobility issues.
9

CALPA-Gae Henry and Henry are pictured with
the new State Park’s Director Maj. Gen. A.
Jackson, USMC, Ret.

AMIA participates in
annual conference of
California League of
Park Associations
This May, two members of the AMIA
Board attended the yearly three-day conference of the California League of Park
Associations (CALPA), which was held this
year in Sacramento. CALPA is a volunteer
group serving as an "umbrella" support
organization for nonprofit associations
(such as AMIA) that are affiliated with specific state parks throughout California.
The annual CALPA Conference provides
an opportunity for representatives from different park associations to “compare
notes” and learn from each other. Workshops are also held that help associations
learn skills and information that will help
them carry out their missions.
While there, AMIA Board members met
with Major General Anthony Jackson,
USMC, Retired, the new State Parks Director, taking the opportunity to thank him
for signing the recently finalized Partnership Agreement with AMIA that will keep
our Park open. General Jackson personally thanked AMIA for all of its work in
helping to keep Anderson Marsh State Historic Park open and protected.
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AMSHP monthly
guided nature walks
Anderson Marsh State Historic Park holds
monthly guided nature walks, followed by a tour
of the Historic Ranch House Museum, on the
second Saturday of the month, except for September and December.

“As part of its contributions under the new Partnership
Agreement, AMIA arranged to replace the Anderson
Marsh Native American petroglyph copies that were
stolen shortly after it had been announced that the
Park was on the closure list. The new petroglyph copies were created by Kevin Byrnes, the Lake County
stone carver and artist who created the original copies. The copies will be given to the Parks Department
to be used to educate the public about the 12,000
years of Native American history at Anderson Marsh.”

Henry Bornstein and Gordon Haggit shown
installing new shades in the Ranch House.

PAD-CSPF used Defend What’s Yours shields from
the Lake County Fair in a public display for the 11th
Annual Park Advocacy Day held in Sacramento.

Park Advocacy Day
Members of the AMIA Board spent March 12 th
with 200 other state-wide attendees in Sacramento for the 11th Annual Park Advocacy Day,
sponsored by California State Parks Foundation
(CSPF). Board members were delighted to see
some of the “Defend What Yours” shields that
were filled out by those who visited the AMIA
booth at the 2012 Lake County Fair being used
as part of an outside display on the Capitol walkway and available for all to see - the comments
shown made us proud to be from Lake County.
We were glad to help represent the millions of
people who value and want our State Parks supported and kept protected and accessible. We
broke up into small groups and visited various
legislators in the State Capitol building, urging
support for our state parks, discussing an overall
vision for our parks, the steps to take to reach
that vision and bills being proposed to help
parks.
The state parks buzz was really "on" that day
in Sacramento. This was the largest public participation to date in the Park Foundation’s Park
Advocacy Day – the financial “scandals” at the
Department of Parks and Recreation had clearly
done nothing to diminish the public’s support for
our wonderful state parks.

AMIA’s yearly meeting
celebrates new partnership
agreement with State Parks
Each year, AMIA holds a general membership meeting to update its members and
supporters on progress at the Park. In recent years, these meetings have understandably focused on efforts to keep Anderson Marsh State Historic Park open and the
valuable resources it contains protected.
This year, we had something to celebrate!
The meeting included a talk and PowerPoint
presentation that explained our new Partnership agreement, followed by a viewing of the
Huell Howser episode of “California’s Gold”
that featured our Park and Clear Lake.
Everyone got to mingle with fellow supporters and the members of the AMIA Board,
enjoying refreshments and getting a chance
to ask any questions they might have about
the Park and AMIA’s successful campaign to
keep it open.
As an added bonus, attendees were the
first to enjoy the new Ranch House window
shades that AMIA had just purchased and
installed.
Are you a member of AMIA? If not, please
consider joining and helping us to fund our
new Partnership Agreement. Information
about memberships is available at
www.andersonmarsh.org or by leaving us a
message at 707-995-2658.
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ANDERSON MARSH
INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 672 LOWER LAKE, CA 95457
WWW.ANDERSONMARSH.ORG

(707)995-2658

ANDERSON MARSH INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION
Is dedicated to the preservation of all facets of the park. New members are always welcome! Come Join the Fun!

2013 AMIA Membership Application
Name_____________________________________________________ Phone____________________
Mailing Address____________________________________State ____________ Zip_______________
Email___________________
Special Interest (music, education, history, ecology, archaeology, other):________________
I would like to know about volunteer opportunities
AMIA members receive two (2) newsletters a year, special invitations to attend events being held at the park and the
satisfaction that comes from supporting a community treasure and working to preserve it for future generations.

Membership Categories:
$25 — Individual Membership
$35 — Family Membership
$50 — Business Membership (includes acknowledgement on the
xxxxxxxxxAMIA website)
$100 — Supporting Membership, (includes acknowledgement
on the AMIA website)
$250 or more – Join at this level and enjoy a special event
with fellow donors.
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Please send your check and
completed application to

AMIA
P.O. Box 672
Lower Lake, CA 95457
Or join online by visiting us at
www.andersonmarsh.org.
For more info call AMIA
at 707-995-2658

